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Hello Friends, 

_ here's how to make sure 
you don't miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! . 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 0424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 
credit card. ! 


If you haven't got 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 
1, 5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you’re getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 
your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 
from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastem Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 

You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 

If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder’s name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 0424 755755. 
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TALES OF FARTHING WOOD 
The White Stag saves Fox 
from the blue foxes, and 
Bold says goodbye. HOW TO DRAW 

Mateless is soft and cuddly, 


ALL ABOUT...Sticklebacks like Mole. Use a black 


You might know these crayon for her velvety fur. 
spiny fish as tiddlers, 
sharplings or pricklebats. SECRET WORLD OF... 


A garden in summer 
FASCINATING FACTS Animals and flowers show 
Animals fight over the same off their bright colours in 
things you do - friends, the summer sunshine. 
food and territory. 

PUZZLE IT OUT 
DISCOVERING NATURE Help Badger to take on 
Do you know which plants —_ the poachers, and save a 
in your garden are edible? —_ baby rabbit from a trap. 
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“escape 


—_ 


a cea 


Adder had caught up with Bold and had seen 
him being taken away by his enemies. 


Weasel put her hands over her ears. 

“I can’t hear you,” she cried, running off, 
singing. “She’sss lossst her marblesss,” said 
Adder to herself. 


Weasel was talking to herself, “I don’t want to 
be loyal to anyone but me,” she said. She saw 
someone behind a bush. “Measly!” she cried. 
“Keep away,” he said, as she grabbed his tail. 


She turned to go back and bumped into 
Weasel. “Quick, you mussst tell Fox, Bold’s 
been captured by Scarfacssse,” she hissed. 


Suddenly, Hare landed beside her. “Did I hear 
Bold was in trouble?” he asked. “Yesss, 
Scarfacssse hasss him — tell Fox,” said Adder. 


Weasel tried to kiss Measly but he pulled 
away. “You don’t love me,” wailed Weasel. “I do, 
but I love me better,” he said. “You’re trouble 
and I run away from trouble when I see it.” 


Back at the earth, 
Hare brought 
news of Bold’s 

. capture. “I’ve got 

to fight this battle 

alone,” said Fox, 

“No, I'll come with 

you,” said Friendly, 


“Oh Measly, what am I going to do?” cried 
Weasel. “Don’t ask me, I’m not the great 
White Stag,” answered Measly. “You’re 
brilliant!” said Weasel. “Come on.” 


“Scarface bit me when he forced me into the 
earth and now I’m bleeding to death.” “Can't 
you wait till Scarface gets back?” said the 
blue fox. “He wants to question you.” 


Meanwhile, inside Scarface’s earth, Bold 
was being guarded by a young blue fox. 
“I’m dying,” whimpered Bold, pathetically. 
“What of?” asked the blue fox. 


At the stone circle, Weasel and Measly 
were trying to attract the Great Stag’s 
attention. “Excuse me! Down here!” 
they shouted. 


“Tm going ...” Bold whispered. The blue 
fox left the entrance he was guarding and 
bent over Bold. “I’m going ... home!” Bold 
shouted, as he escaped out of the earth. 


“Good heavens,” said y a Re 
the Stag. “We thought 4 5 
you'd liketoknow / 


there’s trouble ...” 

started Weasel. Weasel and Measly started to argue over 
“Big trouble,” who would tell the Stag the news. “Excuse 
interrupted me,” said the Stag. “Is this urgent?” “Yes, 
Measly. very urgent,” said Weasel. “Very, very, very 


urgent,” added Measly. 


Bold was making his way back to Farthing 
land when he met some of the band. “We 
heard you were Scarface’s prisoner,” they 
said. “Oh! I escaped,” said Bold, airily. “Your 
father has gone to rescue you,” said Squirrel. 


“Scarface has got a Farthing Wood cub. 
There’s going to be trouble. You must 
help,” pleaded Weasel. 


“Fox and Friendly have gone into danger 

for nothing,” said Badger. “Someone must. 
go after them and tell them before it’s too 
late,” replied Vixen. 


When Bold got back to the earth, Vixen 
and the other cubs welcomed him. “But 
where’s Fox?” asked Vixen. “It’s not my 
fault they came after me,” said Bold, upset. 


Next week: Like father, like son. 


All About... 


TRACKING FOXES 

The city of Bristol has a large 
population of foxes. Naturalists have 
been able to study their life styles by 
fitting a number of them with radio 
collars. By going out at night and 
tracking these foxes’ movements, they 
were able to get a good picture of 
when and where they roamed. 

They discovered that the foxes live in 
small groups and that each group has 
a territory of between a quarter and 
half a square kilometre, which is much 
smaller than a country fox’s. On most 
nights, the tagged fox emerged from 
its resting place shortly before dark 
and usually headed straight for the 
houses that regularly left out a supply 
of food. Then it would look for any 


66Hi! Recognize me? I’m Fox. | thought you might 


like to hear about how foxes like Whisper 
survive in towns. | would find it difficult 
to get used to all those noises, bright 
lights and dangerous traffic, but there 
are good things about living in a town. 
Country foxes first started to move into 
towns and cities in Britain and lreland 
about 50 years ago, when houses with 
big gardens started to be built on the 
outskirts. The foxes quickly discovered 
that the gardens provided them with good 


shelter for dens and that the humans provided 
them with food by tossing it out on to rubbish tips. 
Town foxes live closer to each other than country 
ones, and they have smaller territories. But, if 


they're lucky, they get a lot of free food, 
without having to hunt for i¢.99 


other leftovers it could find in other 
Parts of its territory. After that, it 
would rest for one or two hours and 
then set off again along the same 
paths it took earlier. 

Just before dawn, it would return to 
its resting place. It usually met up with 
members of its group during the night, 
but never spent long with them - just 
long enough to give them some 
information about what was going on 
in their territory, perhaps. 


<q In many cities and towns, people 
regularly put out food for foxes, such 
as tinned cat or dog food. This can be 
especially helpful to vixens who are 
trying to rear several cubs. 


Town foxes behave almost the 
same as us country foxes. During 
the day, they rest up in a quiet 
spot where they won’t be 
disturbed. For us, that might be 
the branch of a tree or in the 
shelter of some rocks but a town 
fox will use the roof of a building 
or even the underneath of a 
parked car. As town foxes are well 
used to humans, they usually 
ignore them as they travel through 
their territories. This means that it 
is quite easy to see town foxes, 
especially if you stay still and quiet 
when they are nearby. 


TRUE OR FALSE? 


Foxes sometimes mate with pet dogs. 
False. As far as naturalists know, foxes never 
mate with dogs. Fox cubs have been seen 
playing with pet dogs though. One owner saw 
two cubs playing on his lawn with his spaniel. 
One was hanging on to the tail and the other 
was trying to grab hold of its long ears. The 
dog was enjoying every minute of the game. 


Foxes often attack cats and 

sometimes even kill them. 

False. Foxes usually ignore cats. If they ever 
fight, it is normally the cat who starts it and the 
fox who backs away. 


The cubs are born in March or early April and 
stay in their nursery earth for about two 
months. Then they emerge and follow their 
mother around on short trips. By June they will 
be using a den above ground, in the middle of 
thick bushes or under a pile of rubbish. The 
mother and other adults in the group often 
bring them play things such as balls, food 
wrappers and fast-food containers. The cubs 
are extremely playful at this stage, and some of 
them even pull washing off lines, or steal boots 
left outside back doors. By autumn, they are 
nearly fully grown and most of them move 
away from their home base. Some go to other 
parts of the city and others to the countryside. 
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si Baya? 


Town foxes have a 
varied diet. In Bristol 
they scavenge much of 
their food from rubbish 
heaps. They also take a 
small number of birds, 
small mammals, fruit, 
insects and worms. 

London foxes take 
more birds and small 
mammals and rely less 
on leftovers. Although 
town foxes do 
occasionally raid 
dusibins, this does noi 
happen often and they 
are frequently blamed 
for raids when a dog or 
cat was the culprit. 


There's quite a tricky criss-cross 
this week and a very tasty-looking 
cake to feast your eyes on. 

Joan 


Rachael Parkinson, aged 734 


SS WHO? 
Cah \'d write a little rhyme 


ite friend, 
out my favourite tr¢ 
ne is so sweet and given time 
You'll love her in the end. 


Her happy laugh, her cheeky smile, 

lly is the best. ; 
ae pes friends went mile by mile 
Without much time to rest. 


So guess her name Oe ent 
oes the —— ? 
erie Wessel, Weasel, you do know, 


Let’s give her a big cheer. 


Christina Troup, aged 8 


Vicky Mulvihull 


Why did the hedgehog go 
around saying, “Ouch, ouch!"? 


“no apisul uo $609 
sly pey ay asneaog 


Darren Rampton, aged 6 


CRISS-CROSS by Katie Russell, aged 10 

If you work out the clues across, you'll make two words 
going down (the column marked with a star). It’s an obstacle 
that caused a disaster on the way to White Deer Park. 


Clues 

1 The name of the cat Fox met. 

2 Name the heron. 

3 Where squirrels and birds live. 

4 Another obstacle (it also caused a disaster). 
5 Adder eats 
6 Fox meets her. : 

7 She (6 across) becomes Fox’s ——. 
8 The animals get trapped in it. 


Why can 4 I 
hide and wae play 


Pettods 406 
Shempe hays 9 smog 


Alex Hockrigy ge 


Judith Gardiner, 
aged 10 


Julie Collins, aged 10 


The animals of Farthing Wood, 


Some are naughty, some oe 
Their leader, Fox, I a clevel Sidhe 

°s so clever he’s never oeen A ak 
be . forget Badger Weasel and the if i 
pont co Adder, Whistler and wan Mole, 
| really love Farthing veer " 
| hope the stories never Ene: 


Matthew Phillips, aged 7 
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Did Wing 


t, Mole will be I menu today? 


A lum 
UP On his leaf etnies 


Colm O'Reilly, aged 11 


Why did the 

hed 
Push hig friend te, 
2 steam toller? 


[pew Hf 


eM oy ne 00g 
Vies 


patu 


Sharon Da 


» 8Qeq 10% 


d Mole 


Benjamin Dinnigan, aged 5 


66Now, let me tell you about this organic 
farm. I’m an expert, since | often hunt for prey 
on farmland. It’s a good place for wildlife 

because no chemicals are used in the fields. 


01992 EBU. LICENSED BY BEC ENTERPRISES LTD 
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How to make 
your Fox mask 


1 Cut out the mask base. Cut out the slots 
and eye holes. 


2 Cut out the ears. Push tab A through slot A 

on the mask base. Push tab B through slot B 

on the mask base. Fold the tabs upwards 

and glue them to the back of the mask. | 


3 Cut out Fox’s muzzle. Make downward 
creases along all the dotted lines. 


4 To make the nose, fold triangles F and G 
behind H, and glue them in place. 


5 To attach the muzzle to the mask base, slot 
tab C through slot C, tabs D through slots D 
and tabs E through slots E. Fold all the tabs 
upwards and glue them in place. 


6 Cut a length of elastic to fit round your 
head. Pierce a hole either side of the mask. 
Push the ends of the elastic through these 
holes and knot them. 


mask base 
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4 | The farmer takes care of his hedges and 
woodland and this attracts animals. He 
even puts up special nesting boxes for 
birds like me. It’s an old-fashioned farm, 
where you'll find traditional breeds of farm 
animals. They’re well looked after, with 
plenty of space to move around.99 


Owl’s Challenge: how many doves can 
you find about the farm? Don’t count 
the sparrows by mistake. 


| 
} 


There are six doves to spot. 


oe 
jy 
The Damson tree is a ; 
type of plum tree. It & 
displays white flowers 
in May, then produces 
delicious fruits 
(damsons) in autumn. 
These can be stewed 
or made into very 


tasty jam. 


Manure helps fruit and 
vegetables to grow. Instead of 
using chemicals on his crops, 
the organic farmer adds farm 
animal waste. It puts natural 
goodness into the earth without 
causing harm. In the main 
picture a man in a tractor 
is spreading it on a field. 


Shire horses, and other heavy 
horses, were once the main 
source of power 
on farms - until 
tractors came 
along. They still 
pull carts and 
ploughs on some 
farms, because 
they don’t cause 
pollution and are 
cheaper to run 
than machines. 


an —y 


Did you get the one in the yard? The 
hardest one to see is hiding in a tree. 


Saanen goats are Black mustard is a plant that 
probably the most grows up to 1m high and covers 
popular goats in a field in yellow flowers. The 
the world. That blackish brown seeds « ie 
may be because grow inside pods. They can 
they produce be ground up to make 
so much  musiard io spice up your 
milk, which hotdogs. The rest of the 
canbe drunk plant is used as manure. 
or made 
into cheese 
and yoghurt. 


British saddleback pigs get their name from the 
saddle-like white patch on their back. On organic 
farms, pigs are often left to root around in open fields. 

Look at these thirsty piglets lined up for a drink of milk. 


The Old English sheepdog 
or Bobtail, was once used for 
herding and guarding sheep 

and cattle. It has a thick, 
shaggy coat and a 
distinctive bouncy action. 
See how it trots along with 
both legs on the same 
side moving together. 


Free-range hens scratch 
around the fields and 
farmyard. Many kinds are 
kept on farms - Buff 
Orpingtons, Leghorns, 
Rhode Island reds and 
Bantams. On this farm, 
there are grey-speckled 
Marans and a white Cochin 
with fat, feathery legs. 


a 


’ Embden geese are great security 
guards because they honk as soon as anyone 
comes near. They have a light-coloured patch 
on the end of their bill called a ‘bean’. 


I 


FARMYARD 
FOWL 


On an organic farm, you often 
find animals that are a bit more unusual 
than those on an ordinary farm. Rare breeds 
of poultry.are usually more colourful 
than their plainer relatives. 


< RHODE ISLAND RED 
This beautiful bronze-coloured 
bird came over from America in 
1909. It’s very heavy, so you can 
get quite a few meals out of it. 


A NORFOLK BLACK 

Wild turkeys come from America 
originally, and this breed was 
developed in East Anglia, Britain. 


Vv TOULOUSE 
This goose comes 
from France, where 
its liver is made into 
very expensive pate. 


DARK > 


BRAHMA 
INDIAN RUNNER © Look at his 
Z, _) This duck is a bit too thin to snake a luxurious feather 
= ‘' good eating bird. He’s kept for his eggs, trousers. \A gs 


~ instead, which have a stronger taste. 


EXOTIC SPECIMEN 


Along with rare breeds of fowl, jays, cock 
pheasants and woodpeckers have particularly 
bright feathers, too. Try collecting some 
feathers next time you’re out on a walk, or 
visiting a farm. Cut out a bird shape and stick 
the feathers on as you collect them. Hang the 
bird up from a piece of string and you'll end 
up with your very own rare breed! 


a 
hat goes Pee 
a, peck hang, 


peck bang? 
opyouy ulm 
Bul vaya? v 


OOO 0C@ OO O 


ECESTRAORDINARY ECC 


Tangrams were invented in China. A 
square was cut into seven pieces and 
then the pieces rearranged to make 
different shapes. Try this eggy version. 
Trace the egg template on to thin card 
and colour in the seven sections. 

Cut out the seven sections and see what 
animals you can make from the egg. Can 


O 
O you make the egg hatch into a chicken? 
QO 


FLOATING ‘ 
FEATHER . 


You need a few friends with 
strong lungs to play this! 

If you can’t find a small feather 
outside, pull one out of a cushion 
or a duvet. Stand in a circle and 
blow the feather to each other. 
If it touches anyone, they 
lose a life. If it falls on the 
floor, the nearest person to 
it loses a life. If you lose 


three lives, you’re a \ j My, 


Ye ill d: 
MERINGUE NESTS fwalsice ee caster sugar, vegetable oil, CEO 


In some parts of the world, people cream or ice cream, grapes and/or glace cherries, 

make soup out of birds’ nests — it’s large bowl, small bowl, scales, egg whisk, metal 4 
considered a real treat! You might spoon, greaseproof paper, baking tray, 

find these nests a bit tastier. round-ended knife, wire tray. 


Preheat the oven to 50°C/100°F/Gas Mark 12. 


a Ask an adult to separate 2 Add 50g 3 Add the rest of the sugar, a Oil a piece of 


two eggs for you (save the sugar to the but this time fold it in very greaseproof paper 
yolks for another meal). egg whites and carefully with a metal spoon. ~— and put it ona 
Whisk the whites until whisk it in. (Ask an adult to show you baking tray. 
how if you're not sure.) yp 


they stand up in 


little peaks. 67 17 Q, 


bint § Put blobs of meringue slightly 6 Put the nests in the oven and leave @ Finish off by sticking 
“Rc bigger than golf balls on to the them for about 2% hours, until they are the ‘eggs’ into the cream 
bei "lke eo. wn baking tray. Try and make them quite dry. Take them off the baking tray ~- green grapes are good. 
2 i: " a Hitcs y as hig a a roughly circular. Use the back of very carefully using a round-ended knife > 
7 that's a8 high as a cruising jet plane! the metal spoon to make a hollow and leave them on a wire tray to cool. ra - 
AuMmy> in the middle of each circle. Whisk up some cream until it’s quite stiff ;2 De 
1 (or use ice-cream) and put some in the ‘aad J 
GORMLESS GOSLINGS : bottom of each hollow. re T 
When a gosling is born, it UMM y, » 4 
thinks the first thing it sees UMAYy Joos E ew j 
is its mother. So, if it sees eS vs : es ce ; 7 


another animal, or even a 
human being, it follows it aus 
around, as if it’s mum! 


HARD HITTERS 

Chicks bash their way out of 
their shells. They use a 
special tool on their beak 
called an egg tooth, which 
falls off soon after they hatch. 


AA 


Squirrel says 
Ask an adult to take 
the meringues in and 

out of the oven. 


_ 


<< \\\) My 


a) 


<HORSESHOE SHELL 


a delicious 


Not all animals have a framework of bones in crunch. 


their body. Some creatures go for a skeleton 
on the outside (an exoskeleton). It protects 

them from enemies and gives them support 
and movement. Many mini-beasts change their ,— 
skeleton skin to grow bigger. Here are a few 
soft-centred animals with a crunchy coating. 


: Which crabs live * ee 
in the empty shells 
of other animals? 


ACRISPY SNACK 
Hedgehog loves to sniff out and 
snap up crunchy woodlice. They 
may have a hard coat, but 
Hedgehog has a mouthful of 
pointed teeth to deal with them. 


"Sqeso JIWOH : 


SUIT OF CHIVALRY 
A suit of armour was vital to a 
medieval knight in combat. Like an 
insect’s outside skeleton, it had to be 
hard to protect him from blows. It also 
needed moving parts, so he could run 
about and wield large weapons. = = Wea 
| ITCHY TITCH — 
Tiny fleas are terrifying = — 
when you see them z 
under a microscope. 
Look at this Rodent 
flea's hard ‘cuticle’ 
covering its body and 
legs. It gives the flea 
rear leg power for 
leaping high into the 
air to hitch an itchy 
ride on a rat. 


Ups) 


Vv FAT HEAD 
Turtles have both an inside 
and outside skeleton. 
Outside is a shell, which 
protects most of its body. 
When in danger, a turtle can 
tuck in its legs and head, too. 
But not this Big-headed 
turtle. Its face is so fat that it 
won’t fit inside its shell. 


<qLOCUST CRUST 
Insects shed their 
outside skeleton 
whenever they grow 
too big for it. This 
Desert locust has 

just cast off one skin 
and is waiting for its 
new armour to 

harden in the sun. 


 & LEGS-A-PLENTY 
Millipedes have two pairs of 
legs on each segment of their 
body. They don’t add up to a 
thousand - just lots. Some 
monster millipedes grow up 
to 30cm long. If you want to 
tell its head from its tail, look 
for the give-away feelers. 


Horseshoe crabs are the only survivors 
of a group of sea animals that lived 400 / 
million years ago. They’re not really / 
crabs at all, but they do have shells, 
just like crabs. Underneath, they have 
four pairs of legs and their gills. 


Re en 


/ 


FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS 


/ What 
/ Joes > 
| oe bonk? 

781 wep oo 
ie dium y 


A BIG LEGGY 

The sea spider eats 
anemones and corals but 
never gets a fat tummy. 
That’s because it’s nearly 
all legs and hardly any body. 
A female sea spider’s legs 
bulge when her eggs start 
to develop inside. 


Vv HAIRY SKELETON 
Insects, scorpions, millipedes, 
spiders and woodlice all have 
jointed legs and a skeleton on the 
outside. Although this Tarantula is 
horribly hairy, it has a tough outer 
skeleton. Its knee joints are easy to 
see - they’re bright red. 


R 


71 MAY BALL 


The May Ball is always held at the end of the - ; adil a: a” © DANCE BAND 

month when the weather is likely to be warmer. ee” boy f- S The artist has drawn the musicians be 
This year promises to be the biggest dance ever : ies e |. f Vinh but not their instruments - do you Ssxr-& 
as the Farthing Wood animals will be there for the i. — Men || know what they are playing? 

first time! Let’s go to the dance floor of White - . | 

Deer Park and see what’s happening! 


ON THE TABLE 
Can you unscramble the names 
of the food and drink on the table? 


TAKING A PEEK 
Some of the young animals 
i : ; G alae have come to see what their 
CHANGE PARTNERS = ia Parents are up to. Can you 
The dancers are playing “Change Sw Zz Spot two cubs, two baby rabbits 
Partners” — can you see which animals and two young moles hiding 
have lost their mate to another partner? in the picture? 


” puscle it out PES 


DANCE AWAY! 
Try matching the names 
to the dances. 

. 
0° 
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ONE MORE TIME! 
Put down the first letter of each of these 
objects and spell the name of another dance. . 


DANGING PARTNERS 


You will need pencil, tracing paper, card (from a 
cereal packet), scissors, paints or felt tips. 


J Trace the dancers on to card — 
or draw your own. Cut out the dancers. 


@ Cut out the holes for the fingers 
An easy way to do this is to fold 
the circles in half first. 
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your fingers through the os ze 
holes and make them dance! , BES 28 
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Colour it jn A= 
mee MEETING 
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